
Community Member Interviews 
THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES is currently engaged in updating its Zoning Code. The purpose of this 
update is to revise the citywide zoning regulations to eliminate conflicts and provide clear, user-friendly 
development regulations; comply with recent legislation and case law; and modernize the Zoning Code 
to reflect best practices, flexibility, and innovation and streamline housing entitlement processes.  As 
part of this initial phase of analysis, the City’s consultant (MIG, Inc.) interviewed several community 
members (residents, developers, and architects) who have experience and familiarity with the City’s 
Zoning Code.  Code Enforcement staff was interviewed as well. Interviews took place over the course of 
five days and provided insights into the code’s strengths and weaknesses. All interviews were conducted 
by video conference, and notes were taken using a digital whiteboard.  

Key insights and comments/recommendations shared by interviewees are summarized below. 

Development Standards 
• The City’s Zoning Code needs clearer definitions for certain development standards such as

open spaces, heights, and density to minimize conflicting interpretations. Codify existing
interpretations to provide consistency and more certainty for applicants.

• Improvements could be made to the user experience regarding finding parcel and zoning
information. San Luis Obispo County’s Land Use View mapping tool is a good example of a user-
friendly tool.

Process, Fees, and Infrastructure 
• The planning process is generally straightforward and streamlined. Staff is very responsive and

helpful, willing to be involved and available early on in the development process. This moves
projects quickly compared to experiences in nearby jurisdictions.

• Because of inconsistencies in how various departments/agencies (CalFire) interpretation
regulations, some projects may have more difficulty in getting approved.  (Commenter was not
specific regarding which standards this applied to.)

• Fees are mostly fair, although some need to be simplified and clarified.
• Development in the outskirts and eastside of the city may be constrained by a lack of sewer and

storm drainage facilities.

Market Trends 
• For single-family homes, people are looking for a fourth bedroom for a home office.
• Housing affordability is a key objective, and zoning regulations should provide for affordability

by design.
• Fractional density and efforts to incentivize affordability by design are also appreciated,

especially on infill parcels.

Uptown Specific Plan 
• The Specific Plan needs better clarity regarding density and overlay zones.
• Design regulations need to be broadened to provide better guidance on various project types.
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Code Enforcement 
• Interpretations could be codified for clarity, including allowing for parking on gravel and

locations in setbacks, basketball hoops at curbs, and RV parking.
• Certain common Municipal Code violations could be lessened to infractions.

Objective Design Standards 
• When establishing objective design standards, it is important that the standards have been

applied to previous projects to minimize the potential for litigation.
• The objective design standards need to ensure design is not compromised when facilitating

accelerated housing production.
• Minimize issues with interpretation when developing objective design standards.
• Objective design standards that are feasible and consistent are likely to encourage good design.
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